From: AAUW Public Policy and Government Relations Dept. 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2005 4:27 PM

Subject: Washington Update: U.N. Commission on the Status of Women edition

1. U.N. Commission on the Status of Women Information Page on AAUW Website

2. Sisters of '77 to Air on PBS Stations

3. How Will Proposed Federal Budget Cuts Affect Your State?

4. AAUW Successfully Works with Bipartisan Congressional Women's Caucus

5. Best Practice Makes Use of Washington Update

6. Anticipated Communications Disruption 

1. U.N. Commission on the Status of Women Information Page on AAUW Website


Next week the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will meet in New York to review progress on the Beijing Platform for Action passed in 1995. AAUW will have representatives at the meeting. You can read more about the upcoming CSW meeting and AAUW's participation on our website.

The Action Network was alerted this week to contact President George W. Bush to urge him to unequivocally reaffirm the Beijing Platform for Action, which his administration has so far failed to do. If you haven't already sent a message to President Bush please visit AAUW's Two-Minute Activist online to do so now.

 2. Sisters of '77 to Air on PBS Stations

Sisters of '77, a documentary about the first National Women's Conference held in Houston, Texas in 1977. Many AAUW members took part in this historic event. The documentary will be airing on many PBS stations starting March 1. More information, including a schedule look-up for local PBS stations can be found online. Sisters of '77 was previously mentioned in the January 5, 2005 issue of Washington Update.

3. How Will Proposed Federal Budget Cuts Affect Your State?

AAUW's coalition partner, the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, has put online an invaluable analysis of how proposed federal budget cuts will affect programs including education and human services. The report includes graphs (in PDF format) showing how the level of cuts would affect each state. 

If you haven't already sent a message to your members of Congress urging them to restore funding for education programs in the federal budget please visit AAUW's Two Minute Activist online to do so now.

4. AAUW Successfully Works with Bipartisan Congressional Women's Caucus

The 109th Congress is shaping up to be a polarized one, but the women holding office in the House and Senate have begun to carve out a bipartisan agenda focused on women for the next two years. AAUW recently found success working with members of the Congressional Caucus on Women's Issues to introduce H.R. 595, "High School Athletics Accountability Act." To read more about the bipartisan Women's Caucus and their agenda see the article by Allison Stevens online at Women's e News. To urge your U.S. representative to cosponsor H.R. 595, visit AAUW's Two Minute Activist.

5. Best Practice Makes Use of Washington Update

Nancyhelen Fisher, Public Policy Chair for Washington State, wrote recently to tell us how she uses Washington Update. Nancyhelen creates her own e-mail bulletin for Washington State AAUW members using some of the most appropriate items from Washington Update each week, plus locally focused items she gathers from other sources.

If you have a best practice that you would like to share with other AAUW public policy leaders, please e-mail Sr. Grassroots Coordinator Seth Chase at chases@aauw.org.

6. Anticipated Communications Disruption

AAUW is consolidating operations at its national headquarters, and the Public Policy and Government Relations staff is expecting to move next week. The move may disrupt communications and delay our response time for responding to e-mails or voice mails as computers and phones will be disconnected during the move. If you have an urgent request and cannot get in touch with someone in Public Policy and Government Relations, call the AAUW Members Helpline at 800-326-2289 and ask the helpline representative to find a public policy staffer to answer your question. 

